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What is the Food System?

The food system encompasses all the drivers, 

activities and resources that go into producing, 
distributing, consuming food and waste disposal. 

The food system has a profound influence on public 
health, culture, society, economics, and the 
environment.

● Tansey, G., & Worsley, A. (2014). The food system. Routledge.
● Scientific Group for the UN Food Systems Summit (2021). Food Systems – Definition, Concept and Application for the 

UN Food Systems Summit. 

https://agroavances.com/img/publicacion_documentos/ScGroup_Reader_UNFSS2021_compressed.pdf#page=40
https://agroavances.com/img/publicacion_documentos/ScGroup_Reader_UNFSS2021_compressed.pdf#page=40




Externalized Costs of a Cheap Food Policy in the US: Chronic Diseases 

1. Heart Disease and Stroke: costs our health care system $214 billion per year and 

causing $138 billion in lost productivity on the job.

2. Cancer: The cost of cancer care continues to rise and reached almost $174 billion 

by 2020.

3. Diabetes: 2017, the total estimated cost of diagnosed diabetes was $327 billion in 

medical costs and lost productivity. 

4. Obesity: Obesity costs the US healthcare system $147 billion a year.

*Chronic diseases: conditions that last 1 year or more and require ongoing medical attention or limit activities of daily living or both. 
Chronic diseases such as heart disease, cancer, and diabetes are the leading causes of death and disability in the United States. They 
are the leading drivers of the nation’s $3.8 trillion in annual health care costs.

CDC 2020: https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/about/costs/index.htm 

https://www.cdc.gov/dhdsp/
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/
https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/
https://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpao/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/resources/publications/factsheets/heart-disease-stroke.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/resources/publications/factsheets/cancer.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/resources/publications/factsheets/diabetes-prediabetes.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/about/costs/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/about/costs/index.htm


Native Hawaiian & Pacific Islander Health Inequities

Look, M. A., Soong, S., & Kaholokula, J. K. (2020). Assessment and priorities for the health and well-being in Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders. University of Hawaiʻi, John A. Burns School of Medicine, Department of Native Hawaiian Health.







 

HIEMA 2018
Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HIEMA) 2019. Critical Systems Analsysis. 



Assessing Key Food System Vulnerabilities: HNL Port 

Infrastructure  







Participatory State and Regional Food System Plans and Charter in the U.S.: Summary of Trends and National Directory

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/participatory-state-and-regional-food-system-plans-and-charters-in-the-us


Transforming Hawai’i’s Food System Together 

https://transforminghawaiifoodsystem.org/about/

https://transforminghawaiifoodsystem.org/about/


Create new elements of the food and 
agriculture economy that integrate 

sustainable economic development, 
climate change resilience and biocultural 

restoration with community health 
and well-being.

Transforming Hawai’i’s Food System Together 



https://transforminghawaiifoodsystem.org/knowledge-products/ 

Transforming Hawai’i’s Food System Together 

https://transforminghawaiifoodsystem.org/knowledge-products/






https://staging2.transforminghawaiifoodsystem.org/food-summit/ 

https://staging2.transforminghawaiifoodsystem.org/food-summit/


HB308 HD1 SD2 - Statewide Food Systems Planning 
(Sustainable Food Systems Working Group; HDOA; Plan; Appropriation)

Establishes the sustainable food systems working group within the 

Department of Agriculture. Requires the working group to submit a 

plan, any recommendations for implementing the plan, and any 

proposed legislation to the legislature. Appropriates funds to establish 

the working group and develop the plan and for an unspecified 

number of sustainability specialist positions to be employed by the 

Department of Agriculture.
 



Local food, willingness to pay & the sustainability of an island destination

Purpose: Examine the trend toward purchasing locally grown food and evaluate if US tourists visiting 
Hawai'i are willing to pay more for locally produced foods that are more ecologically sustainable.

Findings:

1. 78% of respondents stated they were ready to pay a higher price to purchase food that is locally 

grown, indicating a willing to aid local agriculture by increasing restaurant/hotel meal bills. 

2. Majority of respondents indicated that they would pay up to 5% more for locally grown food. 

3. Average respondents were willing to pay between 6%-10% more for local food. 

4. Several respondents claimed willingness to pay 11%-50% more for locally produced meals in a 

restaurant or motel. 

5. More than 70% of survey respondents would be willing to pay an additional charge to support 

sustainable tourism in Hawai'i.

Linnes et al. (2022). The local food supply, willingness to pay and the sustainability of an island destination. J. Hospitality and Tourism Insights.

 

http://hti-01-2022-0031/full/html


Summary: 31% of Hawaii resident (n=400) respondents stated they are 
willing to spend 10-15% more on local food products.

Le, T. 2023. Hawaiʻi Residentsʻ Perception of Farming, Weekly Purchases & Willingness to Spend More for Local Products. CTAHR Extension 
Publication. Department of Family and Consumer Sciences: thaole3@hawaii.edu. https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/oc/freepubs/pdf/MHI-3.pdf 

mailto:thaole3@hawaii.edu
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/oc/freepubs/pdf/MHI-3.pdf


https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2022/10/04/uh-leads-climate-smart-food-production-grant/ 

https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2022/10/04/uh-leads-climate-smart-food-production-grant/




https://www.revitalizeoahu.org/oahugoodfood  

https://www.revitalizeoahu.org/oahugoodfood


Why become a local purchasing partner?

https://www.revitalizeoahu.org/oahugoodfood/why-partner



