
In honor of Hawaiian Language month, we present the 13th Festival of Pacific Arts &
Culture's news release in Hawaiian with the English translation below.

KE HOLO NEI KA HOʻOMĀKAUKAU NO KA
HOʻOLAULEʻA PĀKĪPIKA KŪIKAWĀ

10-21 o Iune, 2020
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HONOLULU, HI – He ʻehā mahina koe a hōʻea mai nā hoakipa no ka Hoʻolauleʻa Noʻeau
A Moʻomeheu Pākīpika (FESTPAC), a ua mālama ʻia he ʻaha nūhou i kēia lā e nā
komikina e alakaʻi nei i ka hoʻolauleʻa. E mālama ʻia ana ka hoʻolauleʻa ma nā lā 10-21 o
Iune, 2020 me nā hanana like ʻole ma ʻō a ʻō o Honolulu me Waikīkī. ʻO ka makamua kēia
o ko Hawaiʻi mālama ʻana i kēia hoʻolauleʻa.

Ke hoʻomākaukau nei ke kōmike no nā hoakipa he mau kaukani mai nā mokupuni
Pākīpika a ma ʻō aku. ʻO “E Kū I Ka Hoe Uli” ka mākia o kēia makahiki.

“He hoʻomanaʻo ko mākou mākia i ke kūlana alakaʻi o nā kupa o ka Pākīpika ma ka
hoʻokele ʻana i ka huli aniau o ka honua a me nā hopena o kēia huliau i ko mākou piko,”
wahi a Kenekoa English, ka luna hoʻomalu o ke kōmike FESTPAC. “He hoʻomanaʻo kēia i
nā ʻōpio e maliu i ke aʻoaʻo a nā kūpuna – e hoʻomau i nā moʻolelo a e hoʻōla i ka
moʻomeheu a me ka ʻike kupuna.”

He hoʻolauleʻa holoholo ʻo FESTPAC i mālama ʻia ma kekahi ʻāina Pākīpika ʻokoʻa i kēlā
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me kēia makahiki ʻehā. Ua hoʻokumu ʻia e ka hui Pacific Community i mea e hoʻopakele i
nā noʻeau moʻomeheu ma o ke kaʻana ʻana aku. Ua mālama ʻia ka South Pacific Arts
Festival mua loa ma Pīkī ma ka makahiki 1972. Ua kapa ʻia ka inoa Festival of Pacific Arts
& Culture i ka makahiki 1980. Ke hoʻomākaukau nei ʻo Hawaiʻi e hoʻokipa i nā lāhui
Pākīpika he iwakālua a ʻoi i kēia makahiki.

Ma nā lā 11 o ka hoʻolauleʻa, e mālama ʻia he Kauhale, nā kūkākūkā moʻomeheu, a me
nā hōʻikeʻike. E mālama ʻia ana ka ʻaha wehena ma ka Hale Aliʻi o ʻIolani, a e mālama ʻia
ana ka ʻaha panina ma Kapiʻolani Pāka.

ʻO ka mālama olakino, ka hoʻohale, ke kiaʻi palekana, a he nui hou aku nā kumuhana e
kūkākūkā ʻia nei e ke kōmike hoʻolālā. Mahalo nā komikina FESTPAC i ke kākoʻo o ka
ʻAhaʻōlelo, nā keʻena mokuʻāina, ke Kalana ʻo Honolulu, a me nā hoa kākoʻo.

ʻO ke Keʻena Kuleana Hoʻokipa o Hawaiʻi (HTA) kekahi o nā hoa kākoʻo nui. Ua hoʻolaha
mai nei ka Pelekikena a Luna Hoʻokele Chris Tatum i ke kākoʻo he $500,000 no ka
hoʻolauleʻa.

“He hōʻoia ko mākou kākoʻo i kēia hanana kūikawā i ka hiki i nā hoa kipa ke ʻike kino i ka
nani o Hawaiʻi, a aʻo no ka hoʻoilina nāna i alakaʻi i nā welo e kū nei i kēia lā,” wahi a
Tatum.

Ke hana alu like nei nā komikina FESTPAC me nā hoa kākoʻo e like me Nā Kula ʻo
Kamehameha a me ke Kulanui o Hawaiʻi no ka hoʻohale i nā ʻelele mai nā ʻāina Pākīpika.

Ua komo nā ʻelele Hawaiʻi i nā hoʻolauleʻa FESTPAC a pau mai ka makahiki 1976 a hiki i
kēia. No ke komikina a kumu hula Snowbird Bento, he ʻelele no Hawaiʻi ma nā hoʻolauleʻa
i hala, he hoʻāla ka hoʻolauleʻa i ka haʻaheo o ka Hawaiʻi.

“He mea nui ko Hawaiʻi mālama ʻana i ka FESTPAC i wahi hoʻomanaʻo i ko mākou piko –
no ka nani kūhohonu o nā kūpuna, ʻaʻole hoʻi kau palena ʻia ka Hawaiʻi ʻana,” wahi a
Bento.

Ua mālama ʻia ka ʻaha nūhou o kēia lā ma ka mahina hoʻohanohano ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi. No
ka ʻike hou pili iā FESTPAC Hawaiʻi 2020, e like me ka papamanawa a me nā kahua
hoʻolauleʻa, e kele aku iā festpachawaii.org.

PREPARATIONS FOR HISTORIC PACIFIC
FESTIVAL ARE UNDERWAY

June 10-21, 2020
HONOLULU, HI – With the Festival of the Pacific Arts & Culture or FESTPAC less than
four months out, event commissioners held a news conference today announcing
numerous preparations underway. FESTPAC will run from June 10-21, 2020 with events
being held throughout Honolulu and Waikiki. It will be the first time that Hawaii will serve as
FESTPAC host.

Thousands of Pacific Islanders and visitors are expected to attend FESTPAC. This yearʻs
theme is: E ku i ka hoe uli (Take hold of the steering paddle).

“Our theme serves as a reminder to every Pacific Islander, that we are leading global
discussions on climate change and its effect on the very identity of our island cultures,”
said Senator English, who serves as FESTPAC Hawaii Chairman. “It is a reminder to our
young leaders to heed the call of our elders – to perpetuate and carry on our stories and
practice our culture and ancestral knowledge.”

FESTPAC is a traveling festival hosted every four years by a different Oceania country. It
was started by the Pacific Community as a means to stem erosion of traditional cultural
practices by sharing and exchanging culture at each festival. The first South Pacific Arts
Festival was held in Fiji in 1972. In 1980, the event became the Festival of Pacific Arts &
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Culture. Delegates from more than twenty oceanic nations are expected to participate in
this year’s event.

Throughout the 11 days there will be a Festival Village, cultural exchange and discussions,
performances and exhibits. Opening ceremonies are slated to occur at Iolani Palace; and,
closing ceremonies will take place at Kapiolani Park.

Health, housing, security, and other precautionary measures are all part of FESTPAC
planning. FESTPAC Commissioners acknowledged that the event could not take place
without the strong support of the Legislature, State agencies, Honolulu County and
numerous sponsors.

The Hawaii Tourism Authority (HTA) is among the key sponsors of FESTPAC. HTA
President and CEO Chris Tatum announced an allocation of $500,000 for the festival.

“Our investment in this historic event is to ensure that all who come to FESTPAC Hawaii
will experience the beauty of our state and learn about our unique history that guides our
values today,” said Tatum.

FESTPAC Commissioners have worked with other sponsor partners including
Kamehameha Schools and the University of Hawaii to assist in housing Pacific Island
delegates.

A Hawaii delegation has participated in every FESTPAC since 1976. FESTPAC
Commissioner and Kumu Hula Snowbird Bento is among the former delegates who
represented Hawaii at past festivals. She called the experiences, “eye opening.”

“It’s important for Hawaii to host FESTPAC, so we can remember who we are – that we
come from a really rich legacy, because I think a lot of people have relegated in their
minds that Hawaiians only exist in certain venues,” said Bento.

Today’s FESTPAC announcement was held during the month’s end of honoring olelo
Hawaii. For more information about FESTPAC Hawaii 2020, including a list planned
events and venues, visit www.festpachawaii.org.
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To view the news release online, click here.
For media photos and video, click here.
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